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"I can approve only those who, wailing, seek," is not this enough to
make one exclaim that one approves only those who find; who find
with shouts of joy?
22 August
I always read Abel Hermant with very keen interest. The article
by him in this morning's Figaro is debatable.
"If Flaubert had lived until the present," he says, 'Tie would cer-
tainly laugh at our 'slogans/ since he had for ready-made phrases,
which we now call slogans in the American way, a peculiar dislike/'
The slogan is not exactly "a ready-made phrase"; it was originally a
"war cry" capable of gathering the people of one party. Today the
word designates any concise formula whatever, easy to remember be-
cause of its brevity and likely to strike the mind. Such are those remarks
of Mussolini that cover the walls in Italy. Flaubert would perhaps have
admired those formulas; what enraged him was seeing people accept
them without verification. But the slogan does not necessarily offer a
refuge for the commonplace. St Frangois de Sales's remark that
Massis noted, is a slogan: "There is no ready-made saintliness," as is
Malraux's sentence: "Culture is not inherited; it is won." And Flaubert
would have approved them, for he had it in for the "ready-made," for
everything that is achieved without fighting, or, still more precisely,
for laziness, and whatever favors it.
Flaubert's slogan: "I call a bourgeois whoever thinks vulgarly"
seems to me to go considerably beyond the meaning that Abel
Hermant attributes to it. If I were to comment upon it, I should say,
in Flaubert's name: little do I care about the "social classes"! There
may be "bourgeois" just as well among the nobles as among workmen
and the poor. I recognize the bourgeois not by his costume and his
social level, but by the level of his thinking, and, for the sake of sim-
plicity, I shall call a bourgeois "whoever thinks vulgarly." And if Flau-
bert, in another slogan that Abel Hermant quotes likewise, adds: "The
bourgeois has a hatred of literature," I see in this remark (much less
of a "slogan" than the first), not what Abel Hermant sees in it: "Flau-
bert called a bourgeois whoever did not like what he was producing,"
but rather: the bourgeois (that is, whoever thinks vulgarly) has a
hatred of the gratuitous, of the disinterested, of everything he cannot
put to use. He could not accept any art or literature that was not
utilitarian, and hates everything he cannot rise to the point of under-
standing.
24 August
When one has formed a false idea of someone and that person
subsequently acts and speaks and writes in such a way as to contradict